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State have had on international food 
aid. American farmers use their re-
sources to feed, fuel, and clothe the 
world, which is no small task. It takes 
grit, determination, and a strong part-
nership between the public and private 
sectors. The World Food Programme 
won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2020, and 
it is the world’s largest humanitarian 
organization specializing in using 
American-grown commodities for 
international food assistance. It is a 
great example of what we can accom-
plish when public-private partnerships 
thrive. 

Now, with the 2023 reauthorization of 
the farm bill upon us, we see that the 
Kansas legacy of international food aid 
is alive and well. Today, our country 
administers in-kind food assistance 
primarily through farm bill programs, 
such as the Bill Emerson Humanitarian 
Trust and the McGovern-Dole Food for 
Education Program, just to name two. 
These programs have an especially 
strong return on investment because 
they support American agriculture pro-
ducers today while greatly reducing 
the need for conflict or war-related dol-
lars tomorrow. In the long run, these 
programs save the American taxpayer 
money. We know that when food ra-
tions are accessible in developing coun-
tries, conflict decreases. International 
food aid is, therefore, a way to stop 
wars before they start. 

I have the privilege and responsi-
bility of advocating for Kansas’ top pri-
orities in the farm bill. That means 
protecting crop insurance, promoting 
trade, and ensuring that any oversight 
within the bill doesn’t needlessly hand-
cuff American producers with red tape. 
Congress must also ensure that inter-
national food aid programs remain 
strong in the farm bill. Around the 
world today, hungry people facing star-
vation in emergency situations rely on 
American farmers, who have provided 
nutrition in the place of starvation, 
created careers of dignity in the place 
of aimlessness, and secured peace in 
the place of war. 

I will be back on the floor soon to de-
liver another installment of my farm 
bill impact series and highlight more 
programs and titles within the bill that 
I believe Congress must understand and 
support to ensure that agriculture 
thrives in America. The people who 
feed, fuel, and clothe us all deserve our 
unwavering support. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHIEF MASTER 
SERGEANT JOHN JONES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. TENNEY) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Chief Master Ser-
geant John Jones of Utica, New York, 
who retired in October of this year 
after nearly 30 years of full-time serv-
ice in the Air National Guard. 

Chief Master Sergeant John A. Jones 
entered the Air Force in August of 1993, 
serving in ever-increasing positions of 

responsibility over the next 29 years, 
culminating in his most recent posi-
tion as superintendent of the 174th 
Maintenance Operations Flight at Han-
cock Field Air National Guard Base in 
Syracuse, New York. 

Chief Jones started his career at 
Dover Air Force Base in Delaware as 
an airlift aircraft maintenance spe-
cialist, where he maintained the C–5 
Galaxy. He accumulated hundreds of 
flying hours in both peacetime and 
combat missions. 

He transitioned to the 174th Fighter 
Wing of the New York Air National 
Guard in 1997, serving 9 years as an at-
tack controls systems specialist and 
electronic integrated systems spe-
cialist. In those roles, he maintained 
critical electronic systems of the F–16 
Fighting Falcon. 

In 2006, Chief Jones moved to the 
Maintenance Group Quality Assurance 
office as the avionics inspector, even-
tually serving as the chief inspector 
and superintendent. 

Chief Jones deployed multiple times 
to the European and Middle Eastern 
theaters of operation in service of our 
country to support Operations Delib-
erate Force, Southern Watch, Noble 
Eagle, and Enduring Freedom. 

Chief Jones was also instrumental in 
the modernization of New York’s Air 
National Guard fleet, including playing 
a pivotal role overseeing the aircraft 
conversion from the F–16 Fighting Fal-
con to the MQ–9 Reaper. 

I have come to personally know Chief 
Jones through his dedicated work as 
the New York Wing commander of the 
Civil Air Patrol, a program I care deep-
ly about and have consistently sup-
ported as a Member of Congress and 
also as a member of the New York 
State Assembly. My son, Trey, who is a 
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy 
and a Marine officer, was once a young 
man in the Civil Air Patrol’s cadet pro-
gram. 

I saw firsthand how Civil Air Patrol’s 
educational program and leadership 
training lit a spark within him that 
played a role in propelling him to serve 
our Nation. CAP continues to do the 
same for young men and women across 
our country. 

I had the opportunity recently to ex-
plore just how the Civil Air Patrol’s 
New York Wing conducts disaster relief 
missions when I joined Chief Jones and 
his cadets for a training session in 
Rome, New York. I saw young cadets 
experience their first flights and was 
able to ride in a Civil Air Patrol plane 
myself. 

Thank you to Chief Jones for his ex-
perience as well as decades of service 
to our community and our Nation. I 
wish him the very best in retirement, 
and I am confident he will continue to 
find ways to give back to our region 
and continue to empower and inspire 
leaders of the next generation. 

SUPPORTING DELPHI SALARIED RETIREES 
Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to call upon the Senate to quick-
ly pass the Susan Muffley Act, which 

you may remember passed this body 
earlier this year with strong bipartisan 
support. 

Under the Obama administration, the 
Delphi salaried retirees had their pen-
sion benefits slashed, while unionized 
hourly workers received their full ben-
efits. This was an injustice to the Del-
phi salaried retirees that must be rem-
edied, and it was the fault of the Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation, a 
Federal program. 

The Susan Muffley Act, led by Con-
gressman DAN KILDEE and Congress-
man MIKE TURNER, would fully restore 
the Delphi salaried retirees’ full pen-
sion benefits with backpay. 

I was honored to support this legisla-
tion when it passed the House of Rep-
resentatives in July. Thank you to all 
of my colleagues across the aisle and 
everyone who recognized this grave in-
justice and supported these hard-
working people who deserve these bene-
fits restored. 

Now, the Senate must pass this legis-
lation before it expires at the end of 
this year. The Delphi group has been 
fighting for almost 15 years to correct 
this wrong, and it would be a travesty 
if they lost this battle. 

That is why I am calling on Senate 
leadership and all the Senators to 
bring the Susan Muffley Act to the 
floor, to support it, and to include it in 
their end-of-year work this legislative 
session. Together, we can make the 
Delphi employees whole and can right 
this wrong and this terrible injustice 
to these hardworking Americans who 
just did their job and paid into their 
own pension system and were not able 
to receive the benefits that were the 
fruits of their labor. 

f 

REMEMBERING DEPUTY JAMES 
LEE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. WEBER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to remember the life of Jef-
ferson County Sheriff’s Officer Deputy 
James Lee, who tragically passed away 
on July 9, leaving behind a legacy of 
service to Jefferson County. 

Deputy Lee was a marine who started 
with the Jefferson County Sheriff’s Of-
fice in 1973 and was 71 years old when 
he passed away. 

He was known as someone who en-
joyed going to work to protect his com-
munity, who was tough but always 
showed compassion. 

He leaves behind a wife and son, who 
will follow in his father’s footsteps at 
the sheriff’s office. Though he may be 
gone, I know that Deputy Lee is still 
watching over his beloved community 
and family. 

Please join me in recognizing the ex-
traordinary life and service of Deputy 
James Lee. 

HONORING PAT HALLISEY 
Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise today to honor the retirement of a 
local leader and dedicated public serv-
ant who I am proud to call a friend, the 
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outgoing mayor of League City, Texas, 
the Honorable Pat Hallisey. 

Throughout his 6 years as mayor, 
Pat’s dedication to League City was 
clear. He maintained a community 
with high standards of safety, health, 
and prosperity. He left League City 
better than he found it. 

As mayor, Pat led the city through 
recovery efforts stemming from the 
damage caused by Hurricane Harvey. 
And I am proud to have worked with 
him over the years to revitalize Gal-
veston County’s largest city. 

On behalf of a grateful community, it 
is my privilege to honor Mayor Pat 
Hallisey and his beautiful wife, Janice. 
Along with her and his family, friends, 
and colleagues, I want to extend abso-
lute best wishes to Mayor Pat Hallisey 
in his retirement. 

HONORING JUDGE MIKE NELSON 
Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise today to honor the service of the 
Honorable Michael Nelson, or as his 
friends and family call him, Mike. He 
has dedicated his life to serving the 
people of Galveston County. 

Judge Mike was born on June 17, 1949, 
in Gould, Arkansas. At 18, he enlisted 
in the United States Marine Corps, 
served three tours in Vietnam, and re-
tired from service in 1976. He is married 
to the former Carol Rotenberry of 
Santa Fe, Texas, where they raised 
their four daughters: Sarah Jane, Pey-
ton, Heather, and Michaelia; and four 
sons: Doug, Michael John, Michael Jr., 
and Curtis. 

Mr. Nelson served as a justice of the 
peace and a municipal court judge 
since 1986 in Galveston County. 

A true testament to his character, in 
2017, he was awarded the Man of the 
Year from the Chamber of Commerce 
of Hitchcock. 

Mike is a man of purpose, honor, and 
unwavering determination for the bet-
terment of our community. He has left 
a positive impact on that very same 
community. 

Judge Mike is a beloved member of 
his community and a fearless advocate 
for his constituents, whom he cares for 
deeply. He always had an open-door 
policy for any constituent who wished 
to meet with him. His accomplished 
record and willingness to serve are evi-
dent in his over 35 years of public serv-
ice. 

On behalf of Texas’ 14th Congres-
sional District, Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to recognize his exceptional lead-
ership and his example as a true public 
servant. 

I thank Mike for being an incredible 
leader. He will be remembered for gen-
erations to come. He is a man of his 
word, he is intelligent, he is dis-
ciplined, and he treats people with re-
spect. It is an absolute honor to know 
him. 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF BILL NEILD 
Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise today to celebrate the life of Bill 
Neild or, as described by a lifelong 
friend, the John Wayne of Beaumont, 
Texas. He passed away at age 85 on Au-

gust 24, 2022, leaving behind a commu-
nity of friends and family and a legacy 
of hard work, sacrifice, and service. 

Bill was an extraordinary community 
leader and had a true servant’s heart. 
He served 4 years as the mayor of 
Beaumont. He was chairman of the 
board of the Beaumont Chamber of 
Commerce. He was a member of the 
Board of Directors of First City Bank, 
and he served as chairman for many or-
ganizations in the city. 

He was a man of integrity, and his 
passion and service to the community 
was felt, and will continue to be felt, 
far and wide. 

I take this time to honor the life of 
service exemplified by Mayor Neild. I 
thank him and his family for their 
dedication to our fellow citizens on be-
half of a very, very grateful 14th Dis-
trict of Texas. 

f 

b 1045 

HARRISONBURG POLICE DEPART-
MENT CELEBRATES 150 YEARS 
OF SERVICE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. CLINE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, if you drive 
around Harrisonburg, Virginia, you are 
bound to see an officer with the Harri-
sonburg Police Department, keeping 
residents, visitors, and college students 
safe. 

As HPD reminds us, ‘‘So many things 
have changed since those handwritten 
meeting notes of November 12, 1872 . . . 
when the 700 residents of the town of 
Harrisonburg at that time wrote the 
single-man police department into 
being.’’ 

By January 1, 1873, the force was 
comprised of the Chief of Police, Jo-
seph Kelly, and a ‘‘police aide,’’ Officer 
Willis. 

Current HPD Captain Jason Kidd said 
of the anniversary, ‘‘It is so important 
to reach this milestone because the 
city has grown tremendously and de-
veloped tremendously during these 
past 150 years. The growth of the de-
partment, personnel, added positions, 
and technological improvements have 
allowed the department to police bet-
ter and police smarter and just do the 
best job they can for the community.’’ 

To celebrate this milestone, HPD es-
tablished a 150-year committee, and 
the officers will be sporting a 150-year 
badge to mark the occasion. HPD will 
also be building a time capsule to look 
back on this milestone in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I join the citizens of 
Harrisonburg in thanking the Harri-
sonburg Police Department for their 
150 years of service. 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY SEASON INFLATION 
WOES 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people are all looking forward to 
the holiday season. 

Unfortunately, the annual pre- 
Thanksgiving shopping receipt will be 
a sad reminder that Washington hasn’t 
been working for them. 

Up and down the grocery store aisle, 
prices have risen on all our Thanks-
giving necessities. Turkeys cost 23 per-
cent more, eggs cost 43 percent more, 
butter is up 27 percent, and milk up 15 
percent. The overall price of groceries 
over the last year has risen 12.4 per-
cent. For those traveling far to see 
their families and loved ones this year, 
airline fares are up 43 percent over last 
year. 

While everyone is having to tighten 
their budgets, those working two jobs 
or on fixed incomes are getting hit the 
hardest, forcing roughly one in four 
Americans to forego Thanksgiving din-
ner altogether. 

An additional $9 trillion in govern-
ment spending has fueled this inflation 
crisis, and hardworking Americans are 
paying the price. 

If we are going to get this country 
back on track, Congress needs to cut 
spending, unleash American energy 
independence, and push pro-growth 
policies. 

It is time to fix a broken Washington 
and save America from this adminis-
tration’s failed economic agenda. 

STUARTS DRAFT COUGARS CHEER TEAM WINS 
AGAIN 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the Stuarts Draft Cougars 
cheer team for winning this year’s 
Class 1–2 Virginia State cheerleading 
championship. This victory marks the 
program’s fifth straight title in 6 
years. 

The Cougars faced numerous hurdles 
to reach this victory, placing second 
behind Fort Defiance during the first 
round. 

However, before the second round 
began, Coach Tammy Carter told the 
team to be ‘‘the athletes they trained 
to be,’’ and they did just that. By fo-
cusing on what they needed to im-
prove, the Cougars left it all on the 
mat and increased their score by over 
30 points, earning the State title. 

These talented young ladies include 
Lexi Almarode, Addison Colvin, Jenna 
Comer, Sofia Coppola, Taylor Huffman, 
Zoe Mader, Zane Marshall, Abby 
Mikolay, Caydence Morris, Tarynn 
Morris, Baleigh Painter, Eiko Puckett, 
Olivia Puckett, Alyssa Sanner, Holly 
Stevens, A’mya Swats, and Natalie 
Thompson. 

For six seniors on the team—Mses. 
Coppola, Mader, Marshall, Mikolay, 
Morris, and Painter—this was their 
last memory of cheering together. 
There was an outpouring of emotion 
hoisting the State championship tro-
phy for one final time. 

Senior Zane Marshall said of her 
class’ historic reign, ‘‘To have three 
State championships, I don’t even 
know how to feel. It is crazy.’’ 

The seniors will leave their high 
school cheerleading careers with their 
heads held high, knowing their leader-
ship and performance have left a last-
ing legacy on their team. 

Congratulations to all the talented 
athletes and dedicated coaches on this 
incredible victory. They have earned it. 
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